COMPETITION GROUP INFO

2011/2012 DANCE YEAR

DO YOU LOVE TO DANCE?    DO YOU LOVE TO PRACTICE?  ARE YOU EXCITED TO REACH NEW LEVELS IN DANCE?

If you answered yes to these questions, you may be a good fit on our Competition Team!

1. 
Must be able to perform any day Thursday-Sunday of a competition.  Competition schedules with specific information on times and days are generally not released until the week before the competition.  We will choose the competitions in the fall with their dates and locations to be posted.

2.
All Team Members are required to attend a Ballet Technique Class and a summer class in their team curriculum.



For example:  You are interested in being a member of a tap routine, you 



must take a summer tap class along with Ballet Technique.

3.
Sign the Competition Team Code of Conduct form (available at studio during 
competition camp in August).

4.
Attendance:  Competition is a team activity.  Attendance is extremely important for a successful year!  Attendance at competitions to support ALL of our team is required!  *Attendance at classes during the week preceding a competition is mandatory.  If you miss during that week, you may be asked to sit out the competition.  Refunds of competition entry fees will not be given.  

When signing up for extra-curricular activities such as sports, music and theatre- please be aware of potential conflicts with class and competition dates. Please help your dancer adjust their schedule to reflect that competition is their priority!  Attendance will be strictly monitored during the dance year and if misses become excessive or detrimental to the student or class, there will be a meeting between student, parent & faculty to reassess their commitment.  If you will be missing class, we ask that you email your instructor in advance.  They are allowed 3 misses per semester.

5.
A photocopy of your dancer’s Birth Certificate must be turned in by October 1, 2011.  If you were on the team last year, it is still on file. 

CONVENTIONS…
We believe that it is very important that all dancers continue to expand their horizons and experience other dance styles and teaching techniques.  This year we will be requiring that Competition Team Dancers to attend dance conventions.  We will post information on dance conventions that will be held locally as well as out of town (such as Chicago, Kansas City, Omaha, etc.) as soon as they become available.  You can decide which one fits your schedule the best and you are welcome to go individually or get together to go with a group of your friends!  These conventions are a GREAT learning experience and a lot of fun!

FEES:

Competitions:
All competitions have different fees.  We will attend 3 local (Des Moines area & Ames) competitions and possibly 1 out-of-town competition.  The following is approximately what you might expect to pay for each competition:


Solos:

$60-85 per dancer for each solo at each competition


Duets/Trios:
$30-40 per dancer for each duet/trio at each competition


Small/Large Group:   $30-40 per dancer for each group number performed at 



each competition

Fees will be collected for each competition approximately 2-3 months ahead.  Fees not turned in by the due date may result in your dancer not being able to perform at the competition.  A Late Fee of $20.00/dancer will be added to fees not turned in by the due date.  Extra fees for an out of town competition would include hotel, transportation, food, etc.

*In the past, we have been able to “work around” some activities that have conflicted with competitions.  Please note that only some competitions will allow us to do this and many will not.  Do not always expect that we can reschedule dances at a competition, especially at the last minute.  We will always do our best to make it work, but remember, if you have conflicts, it also affects the rest of your group and/or the team.  Costs associated with “rescheduling” competition dances will be the responsibility of those with the conflict.  We have lots of talented dancers and unfortunately we can’t work around everyone’s extra-curricular activities.

Costumes:
Up to $125.00 per costume for competition costumes.

Costume payments must be paid in full by November 10, 2011.  You will pay the $85.00/costume fee starting in September.  If the costume cost is over that $85, you will be notified the additional expense in October.


*Specific tights, shoes & misc. accessories are not included in the costume fee.

Misc. fees:


1.
Competition warm-ups (jacket & pants) are required for all team members and are to be worn to all competitions/performances.  Jackets are $100.00 and pants $50.00.   All jackets will have 3 areas of embroidery.  If you want a nickname embroidered on your jacket, instead of the formal name, please write your request when ordering.  All jackets will be rhinestoned.  Parents are welcome to purchase jackets to help support our team!


2.
Make-up kit (Compact with mirror includes eye shadow (2), blush (2), 


lipstick, lip lacquer):


approximately $40.00


3.
Jewelry (earrings and necklace):
approximately $25-30.00


4.
Rhinestone pony tail holders:

approximately $15-20.00


5.
Rhinestone barrettes:


approximately $15-20.00


6.
Fake eyelashes (ages 10 and older):
approximately $6.00

REMEMBER, ALL FEES ARE APPROXIMATE!  EACH DANCE ROUTINE WILL HAVE DIFFERENT NEEDS!

RECITAL:
Please be aware that not all competition solos, duets and trios will be in the recital in May.  Group numbers will be included.

